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Observations and management of bridal creeper at 
Stokes National Park, Western Australia 

Rick France, Stokes National Park, Department of Conservation and Land 
Management, Western Australia, Australia. 

Introduction 
Bridal creeper is a twining perennial 
plant, introduced to Australia from South 
Africa as an ornamental specimen. It 
grows rapidly during winter, and as a 
consequence smothers native vegetation. 
The attractive small white flowers appear
ing during spring, produce red berries. 
These are utilized by a number of bird spe
cies as a food source. The seeds are dis
tributed by birds, via their faeces. The 
plant dies hack over summer and 
resprouts from a mass of subterranean 
stems and tubers at the break of the sea
son. 

Stokes National Park is located approxi
mately 80 kilometres west of Esperance on 
the south coast of Western Australia. The 
park covers an area of 10000 ha surround
ing the Stokes Inlet and protects important 
wildlife habitats of that area. 

Passive recreation, e.g. bird watching, 
sightseeing and fishing, attracts approxi
mately 6000 visitors to Stokes National 
Park each year. 

It is considered highly likely that bridal 
creeper, Asparagus Rsparagoides, was 
brought to the Stokes Inlet area by early 
European settlers. A large infestation (ap
proximately 20 ha) of the plant occurs in 
the vicinity of the old Moir Homestead, 
which dates from 1873. It is suggested that 
bridal creeper was first taken to the home
stead as a horticultural specimen before 
escaping to the adjoining bushland. 

Five main infestations, with a combined 
area of approximately 150 ha occur within 
the park (Figure 1). Additionally scattered 
and isolated plants occur over a much 
greater portion of the park. The establish
ment of bridal creeper has a negative im
pact on tht! native biota of the area as it 
greatly modifies the original ecosystem. 

Bridal creeper control project 
In March 1990 an intense lightning in
duced wildfire, burnt out a section of the 
park on the western side of the Stokes In
let. As a result of that fire, an area badly 
infested with bridal creeper was laid bare. 
Within four weeks, post fire, bridal 
creeper seedlings and regrowth were vis
ible. As little native vegetation regrowth 
was present, a decision was made to begin 
a herbicide spraying program of the bridal 
creeper regrowth as soon as possible. The 
basis for the control program was a leaflet 
on bridal creeper control (Cook 1991). 

Methods 
The infested area was segmented into a 
series of transects, approximately 20 x 40 
m, with a combined area of approximately 
400 m2• Initial trials involved using 
glyphosate 360 g L" at varying concentra
tions ranging from 50:1 to 100:1 transect. 
Herbicide was applied, without a sur
factant using a pressurized back pack. 
Spraying commenced in May 1990 and 
some foHow-up spraying was required in 
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Figure 1. Main infestations of bridal creeper in Stokes National Park. 

areas were the concentration was insuffi
cient or it had been missed in the initial 
spraying. 

Results 
It was found that glyphosate 360 g L-' 
mixed at a ratio of 70:1 was effective in 
killing all above ground parts of bridal 
creeper. However by June 1991 it was evi
dent that some isolated plants had re
grown and these were spot sprayed as 
necessary. 

A year later in June/July 1992 no bridal 
creeper plants were apparent but detec
tion of them was impaired due to the 
regrowth of the native vegetation 

By June/July 1995 native vegetation in 
the previously bridal creeper infested ar
eas was predominate however isolated 
plants were apparent and these were sub
sequently trea ted with a spot spraying 
program. 

Conclusion 
The simplicity of this project is acknowl
edged, however the results gained illus
trate that control of bridal creeper can be 
reasonably effective with the application 
of the basic tenants of control and equip
ment. It is also demonstrates the advan
tages of maximizing control opportunities 
as they arise, e.g. spraying post fire. 

The synchronizing of spraying pro
grams with controlled burns may also be 
considered as a strategy in the future. This 
project indicates that the quicker emer
gence of bridal creeper than native vegeta
tion after fire may provide a method of 
dealing with areas that are badly infested. 
This approach would minimize damage to 
non target species and may destroy some 
of the bridal creeper seed. Nevertheless it 
is obvious that control of bridal creeper 
has to be a continual process over many 
years. 

The continuing spread of bridal creeper 
within Stokes National Park is of concern, 
but by doing, albeit in a limited capacity, 
at least some measure of control can be 
achieved. 
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